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Problem: 
How do I configure an EPIC-2 (Gecko) COM port for console output? 
  
Solution: 
Console input and output can be directed to a serial communications port on the EPIC-2. 
Console redirection is implemented only on COM1 and requires that: 
  

         the Console Redirection setting be enabled in CMOS Setup, 

         the target device (such as a laptop computer) be connected to COM1 via a null modem 
cable (see Null Modem and the important note below),  

         communications are set at 115200 bps, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit, no parity, and no flow 
control, and 

         a terminal program (such as Windows HyperTerm) be detected on COM1. 
  
The decision to redirect the console is made early in BIOS execution and cannot be changed 
later. From the console device, you will have access to the system, including CMOS Setup. If 
you want to end console redirection, change the Console Redirection setting back to AUTO. Or 
if you do not have a console device attached, you can clear CMOS RAM (reset the BIOS to the 
as-shipped settings) as described in the EPIC-2 manual. 
  
  
Procedure: 
To configure the EPIC-2 COM1 port for console redirection: 
  

1. Enter the CMOS Setup screen by pressing Delete during the early boot cycle, and open 
the Features Configuration settings. 

2. Set Console Redirection to Redirect. 
3. Save the settings and exit CMOS Setup (Write to CMOS and Exit).  
4. Connect the console device to the COM1 port as described above. 
5. Reboot the system. Console communications are redirected to COM1. 

  
  
Null Modem: 
  
The following diagram illustrates a typical DB9 to DB9 RS-232 null modem adapter.  
  
Note: There is no firm standard for null modem cables. We strongly recommend that you 
measure the pinout of your cable to verify compatibility with this diagram. 
  
System 1       <-->     System 2 
Name    Pin             Pin    Name 
----------------------------------- 
TX      3      <-->     2      RX 
RX      2      <-->     3      TX 
RTS     7      <-->     1      DCD 
CTS     8 
DSR     6      <-->     4      DTR 
DCD     1      <-->     7      RTS 
                        8      CTS 
DTR     4      <-->     6      DSR 
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Notes: 

 Pins 7 and 8 are shorted together on each connector. 
 Unlisted pins have no connection. 
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